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I1.—Forerian Po.irTIics. 


The Roznamt-i-Mukaddas Hablul Mateen [Calcutta] of the 7th July has 
a the following :— : 
—_ On account of the folly hos gg 
ini im rsia has lost her right over the Blac , an 
veded it : Boule. ‘The pound miuisters of Persia should not make such a 
mistake in respect of the Persian Gulf. They ought not to be duped by 
their neighbour, who is playing a very sinful game in the heart of Asia. 
They ought not to make any fresh concession to any European Consul, Her 
foreign ministers ought to be always wakeful against the trickery of the 
Europeans in Persia. Persia ought not to permit the missionaries to play 
the part of spies in the guise of religious preachers, Russia feels the 
necessity of having a port in the Persian. Gulf for carrying on trade with 
India. ‘The Government of India knows this full well. Lord Curzon said in one 
of his speeches that he would think ita shameful wrmcars g of the Imperial 
Court at London if Persia condescended to cede one of her ports either to 
Russia or any other European Power. But Persia is now-a-days completely 
in the power of Russia which is now expressing its wish to obtain possession 
of a part of Khorasan from which runsa direct road to Herat, the key to 
Hindustan. Russia has, for a long time, been making preparations for an 
‘nvasion of India. Of the three ways, namely, the Indian Ocean, the Persian 
Gulf, and Khorasan, by which India may be invaded, the last being the 
easiest and the shortest cut, Russia has made up its mind to make an attempt to 
make Khorasan its military head-quarters. Russia has ‘surrounded Persia 
by land, and if a Persian port be now ceded to Russia it will have Persia 
completely in its power. In that case no one knows what Persia’s fate will be. 
The attitude of England towards Persia is not so fatal as that of Russia. 
''he speech delivered by Lord Salisbury, when the late Shah was a guest in 
England, clearly indicates that England is always a well-wisher of Persia and 
that she is hopefully looking forward to Persia’s progress in art, science, and 
education, : 


Il. Home ADMINISTRATION, 
' (a)—Police, 


2, The Hindu Ranjika | Boalia] of the 2nd July says that on the night 

3 _... Of the last full moon (z¢., 20th June last) a carter 

aogemurder in the Rajshahi was murdered near Dhakpara to the north 
istrict. ee 

of Nepal dighi, on the road from Nator to Bogra. 

The dead body was found the next morning near the Haghoria bridge with 

signs of strangulation on the throat and with four severe wounds on the head 

inflicted with a ploughshare. Infvrmation was at once sent to the Nator police, 

but the police did not appear on the scene till twelve hours later. The Sub- 

divisional officer, too, did not hold a local investigation till the following day. 

The remissness of the police ought to draw the attention of the District 

Superintendent, 


3. The Sansodhini LVnaeng, of the 4th July says that a boy was 
ee recently found dead in the dharmaghar on the bank of 
vt Set. Rete i COeene ‘the Ialdield teak te Chittagong town. The 


ae overseer of the local municipality reported the 
matter to the police, but the latter took no notice of it. The head body was 


not therefore buried till 2 p.m. Itis reported that th ts of 
were present at the place. What was the a ? Ee 


4. The same paper says that sometime azo the houses of bad women 
in Rahamatganj within the Chittagong Municipality, 
were burnt down, and the district authorities 


forbade them to rebuild those houses and live in 
the heart of the town. On this the local Brahmos built a prayer-house in 


Rahamatganj. But it is a matter of great recret that prostitutes have again 
begun to settle in the quarter. Their drunken revelries have become a source 
of great nuisance to the prayer-house and the respectable people of the locality. 
Prayer-houses possess a sanctity in the eye of the law. Wine shops are not 
allowed to be opened near prayer-houses, and they are exempted from all taxes. 


Brothels near a prayer-house in 
Chittagong town. 
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It is therefore hoped that the district authorities will order the removal of the 
brothels in Rahamatganj for the sake of the local Brahmo prayer-house. 

5. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 4th July regrets that gunda 
oppression should still be prevalent in_ several 
Reeth in Caleutta. On Sunday, the 29th June 
last, three schoolboys were severely beaten by some gundas in College Square, 
the fault of the boys being that one of them had a very handsome appearance, 
The gundas concerned in this affair all come of respectable families, but, 
unfortunately, they spend their days in badmashi. The worthy Commissioner 
of Police should do his best to suppress gunda oppression in the metropolis, 

6. A correspondent of the same paper writes :—At 5 P. M. on the 25th 

June last, my cooly was going by Chitpore Road 
cot case of pelice oppression in +o Canning Street where some goods were waiting 
err for him, when a policeman from the police barracks 
on the east of the Chitpore Road wanted his services. The cooly told him 
that he was already engaged, and regretted his inability to serve the officer. 
‘The policeman took away the cooly’s basket and then tempted him into the 
barracks on the promise of returning his basket. Once inside the barracks, the 
cooly was beaten by eight or ten men and was then driven away without his 
basket. 

The editor has been astonished at this. Are not the keepers of the public 
peace tarnishing the good name of the British rule by committing such a 
breach of the peace in broad day light in the heart of the metropolis of India ? 

7. A Gaya correspondent of the Prativast [Calcutta] of the 7th July 

: oF says that last year five men were killed in a riot 
Fane aad Police in the Gaya in the Nawada subdivision of the Gaya district 
paeiee in the zaminduri of the Basu Babus of Bagbazar in 
Calcutta. But the police conducted the case so badly that all the accused 
escaped scot-free in the Sessions trial, and only one was sentenced to three 
months’ imprisonment. Cases have now been instituted against the zamindars 
and their amla. The Commissioner of the Patna Division will find sufficient 
proof of the efficiency of the Nawada police if he only makes an enquiry into 
the number of men killed in that subdivision during the past year. 

8. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 7th July says that, on tke 
night of the 29th June last, a box containing 
records was stolen from the Criminal Court of | 
Contai in the Midnapore district. But this 
occurrence failed to spur the police to greater vigilance, and on the 3rd 
July following, records were therefore stolen from the first munsifi of the place. 
The Subdivisional Officer of Contai has been in charge of the subdivision for 
the last six or seven years. The occurrence of these thefts does not therefore 
speak well for him. The authorities should look to the matter. 


(b)—Working of the Courts. 


9. A correspondent of the HMitsvadi [Calcutta] of the 27th June. writes 
| as follows :— 


(1) A purchaser of land wishing to get the 
deed of sale registered must, in addition to the 
registration and stamp fees, pay as the landlord’s fee and costs Rs. 2-12-3 for 
every plot of land purchased by him. ‘hus if a person purchases for Rs, 25 a 
two annas share of eight plots of land, he must pay no less than Rs. 222 on 
the latter account, while he will not be required to pay more than Re. 1 or 
Re. 1-8 on account of the registration and stamp fees. Besides this, the 
applicant for registration has in this case to write out no less than eight 
applications and fill up no fewer than twenty-four forms, and pay some: 
thing to the man who takes all this trouble for him. Most people are not 
acquainted with these matters and, when at the registry office they are informed 
of the total amount they are required to pay on the above different accounts, 
they find they must come some other day to get their deeds registered, as they 
are short of the necessary funds on that particular dav. The effect of all this 1s 
to cause a depreciation in the selling value of small landed properties, The 
rule regarding the deposit of the landlord’s fee in the registry office was intend- 
ed to save the raiyat the trouble and expense of getting his name registered in 


Gunda oppression in Calcutta. 


Thefts of records from the 
Contai Civil and Criminal Courts. 


A complaint regarding the land- 
lord’s fee and certain stamp fees. 


- 
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’. sarishta, But that object is defeated by the way in which the 
we Loe aie to. Nor is the zamindar a gainer by the arrangement. ; i sa 
rule is thut when a landlord’s fee is deposited in a registry office, the —s a 
concerned must be served with a notice on the receipt whereof he or some duly 
authorised person on his behalf is to present himself at the office and recelve 
payment of the deposit. Now, as a matter of fact, small villaye zamindars ie 
very rarely served with such notices, and even when they do receive them, they 
are unable, if they have co-sharers, to claim payment. There have been — 
instances, to the knowledge of tke correspondent, in which the zamindar has 
registered the purchaser’s name in his own sarishta without receiving any notice 
from the registry office. What is most strange 18 that, according to a ruling of 
che High Court, as soon as a raiyat deposits the landlord s fee in a registry office 
the zamindar is bound to recognise him as his tenant, but not if he has no 
transferable right in the land. But what if the zamindar sues him without 
receiving any notice? ‘The effect of this is that to avoid harassment, almost all 
raiyats find it necessary to pay proper fees and have transfers registered in the 
more powerful zamindar’s sarishta over again. Is not therefore this land- 
lord’s fee a penalty levied for nothing on the raiyat? ‘There are, again, few 
zamiudars who would refuse registration in their sarishtas 1f they were paid 
proper fees. To meet these few and rare cases, a system of making deposits 
in the Civil Courts after making an application for the purpose might be intro- 
duced with advantage. The rule requiring the deposit of the landlord’s fee in 
the registry office is productive of the greatest inconvenience in the case of the 
transfer of lakheraj lands owned by two or more zamindars. In such cases the 
landlord’s fee is generally shown as a fee due to only any one of them. 

(2) While the stamp duty payable on leases of kayem jamas is so high 
as 10 per cent., the duty payable on deeds of sale relating to the same 
jammas is only 1 per cent. of their amount. ‘This has had the effect of 
discouraging all patni transactions, What is the cause of this striking differ- 
ence in the rates of duty ? 

10. The Bikas [ Barisal] of the 1st July says that excessive pressure of 

: | work compels the Special Sub-Registrar of Barisal 

Bg yn nt =" ia the Barisal to hold his office tili a late hour in the evening. 
oe This causes great inconvenience and hardship to 

the office amla. The establishment of a joint office in Rahamatpur has not 
perceptibly reduced the work of the sadar office. A joint office has been sanc- 


tioned for the Comilla Sub-Registry office on the ground of heaviness of work ~ 


in the latter. But it is clear from the Annual Report of the Registration 
Department that the work of the Barisal Sub-Registry office is not lighter than 
that of the Comilla Sub-Registry office. There should therefore be another 
joint office, besides the Rahamatpur joint office, for the Barisal Sub- Registry 
office, An increase in the number of the amla of the office will fail to remove 
the pressure, because the Sub-Registrar has to do every item of work himself. 
11, The Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 1st July says that the files of 
ee aes a the two additional munsifis in Mymensingh town 
wn are always too heavy, whilst those of the two 


nicl permaneut munsifis are always too light. The 
District Judge should see why this distinction is made in the distribution of 
cases among the Munsifs. One of the additional munsifis can be safely dis- 
penaest ira without retarding the current work, The High Court should look 
o the matter. 


12. The Bangabhumi Lents) . the 1st July says that although the 
; sentence which has been passed upon the accused 
BE oc eper gg mm the Melts §=Maden Gopal, in the Malda lady doctor’s case is 


being characterised by many people as too light for 
the offence committed, yet the case was very ma. # tried and the calm judicial 


spirit maintained by the Magistrate was admirable. A fine of Rs. 1,000 


sd = ajoke. Mr. J. N. Gupta’s judgment has given satisfaction to all sensible 
ne 


13. The Hindu Ranjtko [ Boalia] of the 2nd J uly has the following :— 


Mr. Lee. - We have not yet been able to solve the 
mystery whether Mr, Lee’s transfer from Rajshahi 


But we knew, when 


has been due to the fence affair or to the Muharram case, 
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there was a disagreement among the officials, that either the Judge or the 
Magistrate would be transferred, 

Within the short time Mr, Lee was in Rajshahi, his fearlessness and 
courtesy, his impartial judgment and keen intelligence won for him the respect 
of the public. H.s method of administering justice never dissatisfied either 
plaintiffs or defendants—nay, his sense of justice was often heard to be praised 
by even discomfited parties. Nothing can bea better certificate than this to 
the ability of a Judge. 

But these very qualities seem to be the cause of his present trouble, as 
they were of Mr. Pennell’s before him. 

Mr, Lee is about to leave Rajshahi. We thought that Rajshahi, which 
had shewn so much respect and sympathy to Mr, T'widell when bidding him 
farewell, would not allow Mr. Leeto depart without doing him suitable 
honour. But it is Mr, Lee’s ill-luck that this has not been done. No one is to 
blame for it. If it were not his own ill-luck, why should he come in for such 
sweet treatment at the hands of the Honourable Judges of the High Court in 
his attempt to save the people of Rajshahi from oppression, or why should he 
be transferred to Jessore, the very sanitarium of Bengal? How can we blame 
the people of Rajshahi? They are only Bengalis, and could anything be 
exposed of a people who have neglected to remember even Lord Ripon? 

Mr. Lee, you were mistaken. Why did you so far forget yourself as to 
imitate Mr. Pennell and to endeavour to maintain the glory of the English name 
by upholding the cause of justice? Did you not know that the Englishmen of 
the Svetadvipa (England) and the Englishmen of the Jambudvipa (India) are 
very different creatures? It will not do in India to seek to do justice. What is 
wanted here is ‘prestige’! Did not your affectionate mother advise you, on 
the eve of your departure for this country, to leave behind your sensa of justice 
in the straits of Dover? Did you not know Mr. Roe, our Magistrate? Why 
did you not take him for your guide? Just see, how Mr. Roe has been promo- 
ted to the second grade only a few days after his confirmation in the third! 

Woe to thee that you could not get such promotion. But it is all your 
ill-luck. 

14, A correspondent of the same paper complains that the Subdivisional 

nea Officer of Nator in the Rajshahi district is in the 

BE scuh nthe Rajebohi ater F habit of holding his court till 9 or 10 o’clock in_the 

. evening. He also convicts all who engage pleaders. 

He says that when the services of a mukhtar may be sufficient, it is a proof of 
guilt to engage pleaders. 

15. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 3rd July takes exception to the 

| sentence passed by Mr. J. N. Gupta, the District 
sateen the Malda lady Magistrate of Malda, on Babu Madan Gopal 
pace Choudhuri, zamindar, the accused in the Malda 
lady doctor’s case. A fine of Rs. 1,000 is as nothing to a zamindar like 
Madan Gopal, while the latter half of the sentence, viz., confinement in the 
Court-room till the Court rose, was made a sham by the Court rising soon after 
the passing of the sentence. The Magistrate ordered Rs, 600 out of the fine to 
be given to the complainant lady Doctor as compensation. But the latter 
refused to take the money. 

It is but recently that Indian ladies have begun to practise medicine, an 
occupation which is full of peril to a woman. Duty calls a lady doctor to 
attend patients at any hour of the day and night, and bad people could put 
her in danger at any time if they desire. Kut either from fear or from 
some other consideration such people had not so long ventured to molest 
lady doctors. Madan Gopal was the first to imperil a lady doctor, and it has 
been extremely unwise to let him off with a light punisliment. There has been 
a serious miscarriage of justice i the case. The trying Magistrate failed to 
realise the gravity of the offence committed by Madan Gopal. 

16. The Jyoti [Chittagong | of the 3rd July complains of the loss which 
suitors in the Chittagong district are suffering i 
consequence of an order of the late Collector requir 
ing that all documents in the Collectorate which 
are required by a Civil Court should be sent, not by post as before, but by the 
hand of a Collectorate clerk, whose pay and allowances should be paid by the 


A practice of the Chittagong 
Collectorate. : 
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party requiring the documents. The present Collector is requested to restore 
the old practice. 


(d)—Education. 


: Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Anandu Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
wt eal 2nd July is glad at the feted bon of Babu Kali 
Babu Kali Charan Banerji 28 Charan Banerji to the Officiating Registrarship of 
sca dar ig gece the Calcutta University. In these days when 
worth and ability in the case of natives do not receive proper recognition in the 
Government service, it 18 a ee to find a native placed in a high post, 
h only for three months, 
we, i correspondent of the Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 3rd July says that 
Government has desired to remove the Calcutta 
The proposal to remove the ‘T'raining School to Entally in the Southern Division. 
— School t0 ‘The removal of the school to Entally will be felt 
pa as a grievance by the people of the Northern Divi- 
sion, where it is the only Government school in which Bengali is systematically 
taught, 
"19. The Sansodhint [Chittagong] of the 4th July is glad at the 
7 appointment of Babu Kali Charan Banerji to 
Pabu Kali Charan Banerji #8 the Officiating Registrarship of the Calcutta 
Officiating Registrar. University... 
\ bo : 
. 7 20. The Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 7th 
matt Kali Charan Banerji: 98 July is glad at the appointment of Babu Kali 
atic in is Charan Banerji to the Officiating Registrarship of 
the Calcutta University. eee 
21. The Prativasi {Calcutta} of the 7th July contains a letter from one 
Babu Bhagavat Kumar Sastri against this paper’s 
review of Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri’s translation 
of Meghduta (see Report on Native Papers for 5th 
July 1902, paragraph 24). The editor has replied to the letter. 


Pandit Hara Prasad Sastri’s 
translation of Meghduta. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


22. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
ie _ . 2nd July has the following :— 
aa ee eee The benefits of railway extension insisted 
was oat ial a wen ~, its Pap aap are not unfamiliar to us, 
ut such benefits as it is capable of producing cannot be ed 
circumstanced like India. é ' . si coe ouaamaea 
_ The Americans construct railways with borrowed capital and their count 
is greatly benefited by them. But the railways that are being constructed in 
India are doing harm instead of good. | 
{t would not require much reflection to understand why railways should be 
beneficial to one country and quite the reverse to another. Every labourer 
employed on the construction of an American railway isan American. The 
whole of the capital employed in the construction of such a railway finds its way 
into the pockets of Americans and of no foreigners. The officers employed on 
these railways are also all Americans. In these circumstances, even railways 
constructed with borrowed capital prove of immense benefit to "Amarios. The 


a industry, promote trade and facilitate the influx of wealth into the 


Railways are unquestionably ver important factors in the progress of a 


country. But India is so circumstanced that even thines hj lal i 
ighly beneficial in 
soomenres prove like poison to it. The capital em ceed Fa the construction 
of an Indian railway flows exclusively into the pockets of Europeans. The 
ita? has been completely impoverished b being compelled to find money 
“2 the purchase of European machinery, or the payment of interest to 
uuropean capitalists, and for the remuneration of European labour and supervi- 
ag Nutritious food is no doubt very beneficial to the human system, but, 
or all that, it is immensely injurious to a weak digestive organ. 
a hus things which are beneficial to rich countries are proving injurious 
In diverse ways to India. It is not.easy to convince foreigners of the harm 
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which the capital that is 


that is being done to India by canals and railways. They naturally look 
upon railways as the best means of developing trade and promoting public 
eonvenience, and it is difficult to convince them that in a country sunk in the 
lowest depth of destitution like India, the benefits that are produced by 
railway extension elsewhere cannot be reaped by the people and that, on the 
other hand, it proves a powerful means of increasing the poverty of the land. 
That is why ur. Digby and Dadabhai Naoroji have failed to bring the 
injurious results of railway extension in India home to certain European 
well-wishers of this country. 

The advocatesof railway extension say:—“ By facilitating the transport 
of produce from one part of the country to another, railways enable producers 
to take their produce to the dearest market to their great profit, and thus prove 
a very efficacious means of increasing the produce of the country. Suppose 
East Bengal produces abundant corn, so abundant that a considerable surplus 
is left after feeding the local population. If the cultivators find no market 
for this surplus corn, if must necessarily rot in their granaries without bringing 
any return in the shape of imports, with the result that the es of the 
country will be hampered.” It is on the strength of arguments like these 
that the advocates of railway extension recommend their favourite project. 

But it would not require much reflection to refute this line of argument. 
Thanks to the English administration, the country does not now produce so 
much corn as before. Not to speak of surplus corn, the cultivator, after he 
has met the many a expenses, can hardly save enough for the annual 
consumption of his own family. Ifthe cultivators had money in their hands, 
there would be such a surplus. But is it possible for those to have any surplus 
produce who have to pay rent with borrowed money before their crop has so 
much as sprouted, and who maintain their families and purchase agricultural 
implements with borrowed money? Many are unable to carry on cultivation 
on account of their inability to purchase plough cattle and to pay rent, and 
while also unable to have recourse to trade for want of capital, so poor has the 
country become. 

‘Industry is limited by capital,” says John Stuart Mill, in Chapter V of 
his Political Economy, and this is a well established economic doctrine. Just 
conceive now the situation of the country. Its want of capital is injurious to 


it in two different ways. Like a double-edged sword, it cuts both ways. 
Want of capital has ruined the indigenous industries and therehy made the 
whole country dependent _ foreign agricultural and manufacturing produce, 


eing employed by foreigners in this country is only 
serving to increase its poverty. 


23. The Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 38rd July contains the following 
complaints against the Assam-Bengal Railway :— 
(1) A sufficient number of through carriages 
is not attached to the trains which run between Chittagong and Chandpur, 
and in consequence passengers have to suffer the inconvenience of changing 
at the Laksam junction. Great inconvenience was suffered on this account oD 
the occasion of the 1ecent Puri pilgrimage. : 


(2) The present practice of starting a train from Chittagong at 7 P.M. 
causes great inconvenience to Hindu passengers bound for Calcutta, As 
orthodox Hindus do not partake of any food ina railway carriage, they have 
to go without any for a whole night and a whole day. The starting of the 
train at 9 p.M. which was the former practice would remove this inconvenience. 


(3 The long halts at stations intermediate between Chittagong and 
Chandpur and the slow speed of the trains are othér sources of inconvenience. 
One hour may well be gained by shortening the halts and another by i- 
creasing the speed, thus shortening the journey by two hours. | 


24. The Hitevadi [Calcutta } of the 4th July contains the following 
complaints against Babu Gopal Chandra Ghosh, 
The Station-master of Begu- Station-master of Begusarai os 
Sarai. e 
(1) One day, about a month ago, there was 
a crush of passengers at the station, and the door of a railway carriage was 


broken in the crush. The Station-master realised Rs. 3 from a passenger 
as the cost of repairing it. 


A railway complaint. 
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dra Kumar Ghosh, a Signallerin the Begusarai station, somehow 
sana ‘e Station -master’s displeasure, and the latter caused a trader, Kalu 
Ram, to bring a false char of having realised two annas from him as excess 


fare, and not having credited the same in the railway books. The case was 


dismissed as false. a: 
95, Referring to the Rampur Hat railway accident, a correspondent of 
the same paper writes:—I do not think the storm 
The Rampur Hat railway accii wag blowing furiously when the accident occurred. 
wap I was present at the Rampur H4t station at the 
time, and did not see the smallest branch of a tree broken by the wind. It 1s, 
therefore, a mystery to me how the accident, with its serious results, occurred. 
If a slight storm could bring about such a serious railway accident, it must be 

more dangerous to travel by rail than by steamer. 


26. The Prativasi [Calcutta] of the 7th July complains of the rickety 
condition of the steamer which plies between 
Kushtea and Pabna, and considers it dangerous for 
such a steamer to ply acrossa boisterous river like the Padma with passengers. 
The steamer is not lighted at night, and passengers have to get wet 
in the rainy season for want of proper protection. The absence of any 
fixed time-table for arrival and departure at and from Pabna also causes 
very great inconvenience to passengers. The District Board of Pabna 
which grants an annual subsidy of Rs, 5,000 to the authorities of this steamer 
service ought to see that a better steamer is substituted for the present one 
and that the other grievances of the passengers are removed. 


(h)\— General, 


27. The Pallivasi [ Kalna] of the 2nd July writes as follows :— 
ee We fail to understand why Government 
a in Govern. has fixed a limit to the age of the candidate 
who desires to serve it in any post except the 
highest. Its partiality for young officers is inexplicable. When it is 
wisdom and intellect and not brute force that are required in an officer, 
why should there be any harsh age restriction? Are not people made 
wiser by age? Of course, very old people, who are in their dotage, should not 
he given appointments. 
_ _ There are kinds of work for which young men are quite unfit, such as 
judicial work, which should be done by calm, wise and experienced people 
alone, But why does Government engage young, inexperienced men to 
do this work? Where physical strength is necessary, there can be no 
objection to the appointment of young people in preference to men of 
advanced ages. The question of age arises as early as a boy’s first entrance 
into school. If he has a horoscope it is consulted; if not, he is taken at 
his word. The age restriction often induces students to conceal their real 
age before the school authorities, and to call themselves younger than they 
really are. Itis indeed avery sad thing that students should be induced 
to have recourse to falsehood in the schools where truthfulness should be 
the first lesson that is taught to them. If Government thinks that a long 
course of service sharpens the intellect and gives a man greater efficiency 
it is seriously mistaken. The other day Lord Curzon said in his Convocation 
speech that routine work blunts the intellect instead of sharpening’ it. 
reedom expands one’s understanding, restraint contracts it. ‘I'he authorities 
should therefore be specially careful in making appointments; they should 
not reject able and experienced men on the ground of advanced age, and 
place responsible duties in the hands of youngsters. Government will gain on 
many points if it abandons the age restriction. It will get the servces 
of wise, able, educated and experienced people without having to pay them 
pensions. The appointment of worthy people will do immense good to the 
empire by ensuring an even handed dispensation of justice and an efficient 
administration. Oppression will cease and Government will en joy the 


A bad steamer service. 


confidence of the people. Inappointing a Viceroy, a Member of a Legisla- 


a High Court, Government appears to be fully 
fitness of people of advanced years. In the United 
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Kingdom also, it is such people who are placed in the highest posts. If it is 
said that the age restriction is only a means by which Government seeks 
to avoid the suits of vast hordes of candidates seeking service under it, it 
may be asked whether the question of age drives away more candidates 
than the question of qualification. Again, by making qualification the only 
criterion of Government service, much of the heart-burning and race hatred 
caused in many ways can be done away with. An undeserving man will no 
longer seek an appointment, be he Hindu, Musalman or Christian, Lord 
Curzon’s mighty hand is busy making reforms every where. We therefore ho 
that he will appoint a Commission to consider the question of age restriction in 
the Government service. 

28. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash [Dacca] of the 6th July 
says that for nearly a month past there has been 
no peon in the Brahmungaon Branch Post-office 
in the Dacca district. For some days within the last summer vacation of the 
local school, the Branch Postmaster had the work done by the daftari 
Raj Mohan De. But even then Raj Mohan did not distribute money-orders, 
The inconvenience and hardship caused by this to female payees of money- 
orders was great. In many cases the money remained in the post-office, 
When the school opened after the vacation, Raj Mohan had but little time to 
devote to the work of the post-office, and even the distribution of letters 
was in a manner stopped. The local zamindar, Babu Manindra Kumar 
Ghosh, brought the matter to the notice of the Deputy Postmaster-General 
on behalf of the local people. An enquiry was held in consequence nearly 
— davs ago; but nothing has yet been done to remedy the existing state of 
things. ) 


A postal complaint. 


IV.—NatIve STATES. 


29, A correspondent of tho Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 
[Calcutta] of the 2nd July writes as follows:— 

The present Raja of Independent Tippera, 
Radha Kisor Manikya, having appointed his son Yubaraj, the Bara Thakur 
Samarendra, who is the Raja’s step-brother and considers himself entitled to 
the Yubarajship, has petitioned the Bengal Government to get the appointment 
made by the Raja set aside and himself declared as the Yubaraj, on the ground 
that as the late Raja had appointed him Bara Thakur and Radha Kisor Yubaraj, 
the latter’s elevation to the guddee must, according to the usage of the raj 
family, be followed by the former’s promotion to the Yubarajship. Ladha 
Kisor’s contention is that, according to the family usage, the Raja for the 
time being appoints the Yubaraj, and that every Bara Thakur is not necessarily 
entitled to be raised to that high office. 

Samarendra’s petition is still under the consideration of the local Govern- 
ment. There is very great ill-feeling between the Raja and the Bara Thakur. 
The former is a good man and very much liked by the great majority of 
his subjects for his orthodoxy and sincere desire to promote the welfare of the 
State. As for his administrative ability, it would be enough to state that he 
has been able to pay off almost the whole of the debt with which the late 
Raja had left the State encumbered. He is a good vernacular scholar, but 
possesses no knowledge of English. 

Samarendra, on the other hand, who has received a little English educa- 
tion and a slight polish of western civilisation, has not much sympathy with 
or liking for the people of Tippera who generally lack both. Of the two, 
Radha Kisor is the more popular with them. 

The correspondent, who repudiates any charge of partisanship, condemns 
the action of the Bara Thakur in soliciting the intervention of the British 
Government in the affairs of the Tippera family on the ground that such 
intervention might gradually lead to the destruction of the independence of 
the State. Radha Kisor has done nothing wrong by appointing his son 
Yabaraj, for it would have been extremely impolitic on his part to give that 
appointment to Samarendra who has always beea on bad terms with him 
and has more than once defied his authority and whose elevation to that high 


The Tippera Raj. 


office would have certainly led to the creation of hostile parties in the State 


and plunged it in internal dissensions. The Raja, however, ought to have 
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treated the Bara Thakur with greater consideration and leniency and thereby 


rrels which now prevail in the family. , : 
watt siphon ener wo in this connection takes Babu Surendra Nath Banerji 
to task for the persistent manner in which by his writings in the Bengalee 
newspaper and by the petition drawn up by bim for the Bara Thakur he 
has been trying to foment the discord between the Kaja and his step-brother. 
The editor also considers the conduct of Surendra Babu extremely reprehensi- 
ble and hopes that Government will not interfere in these family matters, and 
that it will on the present occasion treat the Tuler of Tippera with the 
generosity with which it has always treated that State. It would be certainly 
better for a Raja who was unable to appoint his own heir and successor to 
exchange his position for that of a cooly. The rule that one ruler shall 
appoint another ruler’s successor 1s one that obtains nowhere in this world. 
It is hoped the Lieutenant-Governor will do his best to bring about an 
amicable settlement between the contending parties. _ 
30. Referring to an article which appeared in a recent issue of the 
Hitavadi newspaper (See Report on Native Papers 
The privy purses of the native of the 5th July, paragraph 39) and in which it 
eaceins was stated that a secret list setting forth the 
amounts of the private purses of native princes was in course of preparation in 
the Foreign Departinent of the Government of India, the Basumat: [ Calcutta | 
of the 38rd July writes as follows:— 


The Hitavadi newspaper has brought to light a shameful secret act of the 
Government. We regret to say that if Government thinks it good policy, neces- 
sary for the good government of the Empire, to collect information concerning 
the private purses of native princes, we cannot but be ashained of its meanness, 
If what we poor subjects think to be meanness is taken to be wise policy by 
the Government, we have no other means left but to take up an attitude of 
wise indifference and remain silent in the matter. We are not in a position 
to predict whether the native princes will be benefited or imperilled by this 
secret action of the Government, or to say what led the Government to this 
course of action. If what the Hitavadi says 1s false, Government should dispel 
men’s fears by publishing a sharp contradiction. If it is true, let the native 


princes think whether they can live in safety with their privy purses revealed 
to Government. 


VI.— MIscELLANEOUS. 
31. The Bangavasi {Calcutta} of the 21st June says that the late Sir John 
wie as Edgar was one of the few Chief Secretaries to the 
e late Sir John Edgar. 


Government of Bengal who distinguished them- 
selves by their services. He first made a name inthe Lushai expedition. 
When he was Chief Secretary the Bangavasi was prosecuted for sedition, and 
he greatly helped in pouring oil on the troubled waters of the sedition case. 

32, ‘The Som Prakash [Calcutta] of the 23rd June expresses grief at the 

ms death of the late Sir John Edgar, He was a large 

: minded man and passed many years of his life 

in Buddhist researches. His knowledge of the land of Thibet was great, and 
he is said to have had great faith in the religion of Buddha. | 

33. In continuation of ra peor ioe on the subject (see paragraph 27 

O eport on Native Papers of the 28th June 

Rd enone! Congress andthe the Ahran-ul- Akhbar [Caleutta} of the Ist J aly 


has the following remarks on the attitude of 
the Indian Musalmans towards the Congress id — 


The Indian Musalmans must either be at one with the Hindus in so far 
as the aims and objects of the Congress are concerned or adopt independent 
means of protecting their own rights and privilezes. But on account of their 
intellectual backwardness they are totally unfit for the latter alternative. The 
Indian Musalmans, therefore, ought to join the Congress, and if they find an 
obstacle in the way of their joining it they ought to remove it by all peaceful 
means. If they see that any of the aims and objects of the Congress is 
calculated to interfere with their rights and privileges, they ought to oppose 
such aims and objects, and if the supporters of the Congress do not help the 


Musalmans in the way they desire, then, they. can lay blame at the door 
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of the National Congress. But if they see that the Congress is ready to do 
everything quite in harmony with their feelings, their keeping aloof from 
such a political gathering would argue nothing but foolishness on their part, 

The Musalmans say that the exclusion of Musalmans from almost all 
appointments of trust and responsibility and the outbreak of quarrels between 
Hindus and Musalmans on the occasion of almost all religious and social 
festivals are due to the incitement of the Congress, but it is a regret that 
they do not think whether the Congress has anything to do with those things. 
Government appointments are given on the results of competitive examinutions. 
If the Musalmans do not get those appointments, it is because they cannot 
compete with the Hindus, on account of their defective English education. 
If they want to be more largely employed in the public service, they ought to 
move the Government and request it to modify the rules under which men 
are recruited for Government service. The Congress is ready to help the 
Musalmans in this matter. 

With reference to the present feeling of hostility between the Hindus 
and the Musalmans, there is a saying current among the native population 
of India. They say that the policy of “divide and rule” is at the root of 
this ill-feeling, This feeling has been intensified by the writers of Indian 
histories. Even the University text-book on Indian history records many atro- 
cities practised by Musalman rulers of India upon Hindu subjects. The Hindu 
students of tender years when they read of these horrors, are filled with a 
feeling of hostility against the authors of such atrocious deeds, and when 
they grow up this feeling forms the principal trait in their character. 
They think it their religious duty to take vengeance upon the Musalmans 
whose ancestors did such atrocious acts. Such being the case, we see now-a- 
days that the Hindus are inveterate enemies of the Musalmans ‘The Hindus 
are very cunning and educated ard the Musalmans are simple minded and 
ignorant. The latter are, therefore, being very much 1ill-treated by Hindu 
zamindars, Hindu mshajans, Hindu /axims, and Hindu vakils and mukhtars. 
And as the Musalmans are ignorant, they fail tu prove their case in the courts 
of justice even before European hakims. 

34, In giving a brief account of Sivaji’s life, the Mitavadi | Calcutta | 
of the 4th July says, that the allegation is not true, 
| that Sivaji was an illiterate man. In his boyhood, 
Sivaji received such education as was at the time imparted to all Hindu boys 
of the Kshatriya caste and received special training in the art of warfare. 
His eagerness to excel in the latter did not, of course, permit of his improving 


Sivaji. 


his education to any great extent, 


_ From the age of thirteen, Sivaji’s attention was directed to the miserable 
condition of his countrymen, and at the age of sixteen he deemed it a duty 
incumbent upon him to proceed to remove their miseries by encouraging 
unity among them, Though the son of a zamidar, he did not consider it 
beneath himself to mix with the poor, and he listened to their wants and 
grievances and did his best to remove them. He repaired or reconstructed 
the dilapidated fortsin his jagirs with a view of protecting the people from 
the oppression of dacoits and neighbouring zamindars. He next attempted to 
bind by a tie of unity all the neighbouring chieftains and zamindars by 
entering into alliances with them. His sweet and courteous behaviour, his good 
advice couched in the most winning language, his righteousness and his sincere 
desire to do others good, easily led most of the neighbouring zamindars and 
chieftains to take him as their leader. ‘The others he had to subdue either 
by policy or by force. In effecting this he received the hearty co operation 
of his countrymen, who saw in his exertions nothing but a lofty and noble 
desire to do the country good. Asa matter of fact, within a period of three 
years from 1646 to 1619 A.D., Sivaji succeeded in establishing his sway over 
the territories extending from the Chakan fort on the north to the river Nira 
on the south, without spilling a single drop of blood. A task like this would 
not certainly have been so peacefully achieved, if his countrymen had not 
believed in his sincerity and respected him for it. | 


35. ‘The same paper has the following about the Emperor’s illness :— _ 
The popularity of the new King, the cessation 
of the most destructive war of the century through 


The Emperor’s illness. 


os 
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his intervention and, above all, the prospect of the poor to have a day’s 
feasting and merry-making were sending torrents of joy through England, 
when suddenly came this bolt from the blue. But the kind-hearted Emperor, 
though laid up with a most serious ailment, desired, in the midst of his 


sufferings, that the dinner tothe poor should not be postponed and evinced 


other tokens of solicitude for his subjects. Where is the subject whose heart 


‘3 not moved at the illness of so good a sovereign ? It is the sincere prayer and 
wish of ‘every loyal subject of His Majesty that he may soon recover from his 


illness and enjoy a long life. 
In India, too, the illness of the Emperor caused the utmost anxiety and 


“made everyone pray to his own deity for His Maje ty’s recovery. The 


tear appeared in every eye, when it was heard that the Emperor, even in his 
painful illness, had not dismissed his subjects from his thought. | 

The news of the satisfactory progress His Majesty is making has re- 
assured every heart and the people are with one voice sending up prayers for 
his speedy recovery. Whether the Coronation takes place or not, the people 
will forget their present disappointment and rejoice as soon as they hear of 
the Emperor's recovery. 

36. The same paper says that Mr. Sanghani, the Assistant Engineer 
who was dismissed by the Bombay Government 
for refusing to appear at an examination, submitted 
a number of memorials to the Bombay Govern- 
ment for transmission to the Government of India, in which he complained to 
the Supreme Government of the injustice and ill-treatment to which he 
himself and the native Assistant Engincers as a class had been subjected by 
the local Government. The Bombay Government did not, however, forward 
the memorials to the Government of India. Mr. Sanghani, therefere, went 
to Simla with the object of personally submitting a memorial to the Viceroy. 
As, memorial in hand, he was waiting outside the Viceroy’s house for an 
opportunity for handing the memorial to His Excellency, a havildar took him 
to the police-station. A little after, a sepoy from the Viceroy’s house came 
to ask him to see the Private Secretary to His Excellency. On his seeing 
that official, he was told that he ought to have known that it would be contrary 
to rule for him to personally hand a memorial to the Viceroy, and was advised 
to submit his memorial through the local Government. 

What happened next, according to Mr. Sanghani’s statement, is difficult 
to believe. He says that as soon as he Jeft the Private Secretary, he was 
arrested by six constables and taken to the police-station. The officer in charge 
of the station asked him, if he lived in Poona and if he had any: relationship 
with the Poona Brahmans, On his replying that he was a Gujerathi Banik, the 
officer told him that he was ‘bound to carry out the order of his superiors 
and to order him to leave Simla immediately without further attempts 
to see the Viceroy. Mr. Sanghani remained in Simla two days after 
this, and on the second dey he received a visit fr body- guard 
of the Vicero h . hak aor a 

y, who told him that the Private Secretary had ordered the 
body-guards to shoot him down if he attempted personally to hand an 
memorial to His Excellency, and warned him not todo it. On hearing thie, 
Mr. Sanghani left Simla without a moment’s delay. He ‘has now submitted 
. meneee be ine coreetary of State, detailing his grievances. It is to be 
10pe at either Mr. Caine or Mr. Wedderburn will ask a question in 


Treatment of a dimissed Govern- 
ment officer at Simla. 


Jarl oardin . “ ° 
Parliament regarding Mr. Sanghani’s case. It is also desirable that Lord 


Curzon’s attention snould be drawn to thi 
noul ls most startling case. 
37. The Praiivast [Calcutta] of the 7th July writes as follows :— 


The Siyaji festival in Calcutta. The organisers of the Calcutta Sivaji festival 


meeting, were the fittest persons to tell the public what led to i 
| tt : ts celebra- 
= congas io was a duty, which "it was incumbent upon them 
ae =. a t ey done this duty the festival could have lent no 
Beh e to the Englishman newspaper to suspect the loyalty of the Bengalis 
abu Narendra Nath Sen conducted himself well. but great mischief was d . 
by “ — who followed him. siete 
- e first mistake of those speakers was to blame others in 
virtues of Sivaji. It was quite natural, in a Sivaji festival, to ing Bootie 
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praise, but where was the necessity of abusing other men? The censure 
passed by some of the speakers on the founders of British rule in India 
was especially calculated to give rise to ill-feeling between the rulers and the 
ruled. | 

The second mistake of the speakers was to make their speeches in 
English. Where was the necessity for making English speeches? If the 
celebration was really the outcome of a desire to honour and worship a national 
hero, then the speeches in that gathering of Bengalis ought to have been 
made in Bengali rather than in a foreign tongue. If the festival is to become 
a national festival, its proceedings must be carried on in the mother-tongue of 
those who celebrate it. Otherwise, it will remain confined within the narrow 
circle of a few public speakers and a handful of schooiboys. Surendra 
Babu can make a Bengali speech, why did he, then, make his speech in 
English ? 


The truth is that, conducted in aright spirit, the festival can only give 
Englishmen an occasion for rejoicing at the success of their rule in this 
country, instead of creating any suspicion in their minds, The festival 
in Calcutta is a proof of the success achieved by English education and 
English enlightenment; for these have taught the Bengalis to love and 
respect the Mahrattas, and the Mahrattas to respect the Bengalis. It is only 
the wrong spirit in which the last festival was celebrated that is doing harm 
instead of good. Unless the organisers of the movement beware, the celebra- 
tion will produce much mischief in the future. 


Uriya PAPERS. 


38. The Samvad Vahika [ Balasore] of the 26th June wants more rain for 
ee ee eee the Balasore district. The writer is disappointed 
| ‘to find that the monsoon rains are not yet forth- 
coming. | 

39. All the native papers of Orissa notice with extreme sorrow the 
illness of His Majesty, the Emperor, and the conse- 
quent pestponement of the Coronation. ‘They all 
pray for His Majesty’s speedy recovery. 

40. The Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 26th June states that a large 

: number of men and women belonging to the 

Application for free tickets at jnterior of the Balasore district were seen to apply 

eee station onthe for free tickets at the Balasore station on the 
Coronation day. The writer wonders how they 
could be induced to leave their homes on incorrect information ! 


41. Referring to a dacoity case in the Atgarh Tributary State, the 

ee Utkal Dipika [Cuttack] of the 28th June points 

oe of a dacoit chief bythe oyt that the forester of Atgarh, Babu Chintamoni 
ester of Atgarh. | : ; . Sk : 

: Patnaik, displayed uncommon bravery in arresting 
the dacoit leader, Ram Naik, though in doing that act he was mortally wounded, 
and states that Dr. Ananda Lal Bose treated him with uncommon skill, 
which restored him to his health within a reasonable time. The writer 
ubserves that the services of both the patient and the Doctor merit public 
recognition. 


42, The same paper complains that the ceremonies in connection with the 
Snan Jatra of god Jagannath in Puri were con- 
ducted ina dilatory and negligent manner much 
to the discomfort and disappointment of a large number of pilgrims, of whom 
a considerable number departed without waiting for the completion of the 
observances. Though the number of pilgrims was about 50,000, the Police 
managed its duties satisfactorily. | 


43. Referring to the Banki bribery case, reported a few weeks ago, in 
oe ke which one Gohinda Rath was ordered to be crimin- 

eeume ally prosecuted for bringiig false charges sgainst 
Babu Balaram Das, the late Deputy Collector of Banki, the same paper sides with 


His Majesty’s illness. 


Snan Jatra festival in Puri town. 


oo } 
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the Honourable Judges of the High Court, who agreeing with the District 
and Sessions Judge of Cuttack, were moved to quath the proceedings of the 
District Magistrate of Cuttack and to direct the acquittal of the petitioner, 
Gobinda Rath. The writer waits to see what action Government takes in the 
matter. 


BENGALI T'RANSLATOR’s OFFICE, CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


The 12th July, 1902. Bengali Tran lator. 
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